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KEY FACTS  

 

 

The European Week for Waste Reduction 201 8 

 

V 14,347 actions implemented ï New Record! 

V With the cooperation of 32 Coordinators 

V In 30 countries 

 

The EWWR Awards nominees:  

V 81 nominees 

V 16 finalists 

V 6 winners 

 

Topics of  the action s: 

V Reduce 

V Reuse 

V Recycle 

V Clean-ups 
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A.  Who are t he E WWR 20 18 Awards  Wi nners ? 
 

The EWWR 201 8 Awards Ceremony  took place on 15  May 201 9 at the European 

Committee of the Regions  in B russels. At its tenth edition, the event was organised under the 

umbrella of the EU Green Week and graced with the presence of numerous EWWR coordinators and 

action developers.  

 

Daniel Calleja Crespo, the Director General for Environment at the European Commission; André van de 

Nadort, member of the European Committee of the Regions and mayor of the Weststellingwerf 

municipality in the Netherlands;  and Iain Gulland, CEO of Zero Waste Scotland and the President of 

ACR+ opened the ceremony and welcomed the participants to this great EWWR celebration. 

Subsequently, the organisers of the most impactful  actions carried out on the occasion of the 2018 

edition of the EWWR were rewarded by our distinguished Jury. 

 

Here are the winners and finalists of the EWWR 2018 per category:  

 

¶ In the Public  administration  and organisation  category, the winner is the Zero -waste 

marathon. Sustainable school meals , implemented by the municipality of Sant Vicenç de 

Castellet (Catalonia, Spain) 

The other finalists are La LouvièR3: zero-waste objective, implemented by the municipality of La 

Louvière (Wallonia, Belgium) and From the sea to the table, implemented by the Gipuzkoa 

Province Council (Basque Country, Spain). 

 

¶ In the Association/NGO  category , the winner is the Cloughmills l ibrary of t hings , 

implemented by the Cloughmills Community Action Team (Northern Ireland , UK). 

The other finalists are #zerofoodwastebcn day, implemented by Association Plataforma 

Aprofitem els Aliments (Catalonia, Spain) and HelloWielo, implemented by the Polish Zero Waste 

Association (Poland). 

 

¶ In the Business/Industry category , the winner is Emerging pollutants , implemented by 

the IMQ Zorrotzaurre Clinic (Basque Country, Spain).  

The other finalists are Environmental awareness for workers and contractors, implemented by 

Opel España (Aragón, Spain) and School and commerce, anti-waste symbiosis, implemented by 

ResidôUS (Catalonia, Spain). 
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¶ In the Educational establishment category , the winner is the EWWR Green cleaning , 

implemented by St Fintanôs National School (Ireland) 

The other finalists are Recycling waste cooking oil, implemented by St Thomas More College ALP 

(Malta) and IES n01 School towards zero waste, implemented by N01 High School (Asturias, 

Spain) 

¶ In the Citizen(s) category  the winner is Festive bio -waste weigh ins , implemented by 

Marina Seder Colomina and Morgane Robert (Les Lilas, France). 

 
The other finalists are Climate Elf in action!, implemented by Ildikó Szabó Bozókiné (Hungary) 
and Coffee break, implemented by Denise Castro and Daniela Malanchini (Azores, Portugal). 

¶ The European Special Prize  winner is EWWR Sustainable Art  Alphabet , implemented by 

seven schools across Europe and initiated by Col-legi Sant Josep (Catalonia, Spain) 

 

For more details about the winners and finalists, see section D. For the full list of EWWR Awards 

nominees see the Annex 1.  

Congratulations to them  all!  
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B. The EWWR Awards: How does it work?  
 

 The categories  

Every year, our coordinators pre-select a maximum of 5 actions (1 per category of action developers) 

that took place within their territories and put them forward as EWWR Awards nominees. The categories 

of action developers are:  

¶ Public administration and 

organisation; 

¶ Association/NGO; 

¶ Business/Industry; 

¶ Educational establishment; 

¶ Citizen(s); 

 

In addition, a European Special Prize is awarded to the action that best contribute s to the European 

spirit. 

 

Out of the 81 actions  nominated by the 32 coordinators to run for the EWWR Awards this year, three 

actions per category were chosen as finalists, of which one was voted as the winning action. In the  

European Special Prize category, there was only one winner selected. In total, 1 6 actions  were 

rewarded during the EWWR Awards Ceremony.  

 The EWWR Jury  

The EWWR Jury, which is composed of environmental and waste management professionals who are 

recognised at the European level, is tasked with examining the nominated actions (those pre-selected 

by the EWWR coordinators) and with designating the winners and finalists. Each jury member is in 

charge of an award category. 

 

This year, our distinguished Jury members were:  

 

¶ Public administration and organisation: André van de Nadort , European Committee of the 

Regions member and Mayor of Weststellingwerf Municipality in the Netherlands; 

¶ Association/NGO: Piotr Barczak , Project officer, the European Environmental Bureau; 

¶ Business/Industry:  Clemens Rosenmayr , Advisor, Eurochambres; 

¶ Educational Establishment: Kristina Madsen , International Young Reporters for the Environment 

Coordinator, Foundation for Environmental Education; 

¶ Citizen(s): Simona Bonafè , MEP, ENVI Committee, European Parliament. Chiel Berends , Policy 

Officer at DG Environment, European Commission stood in for MEP Bonafé for part of the process; 

¶ European Special Prize: Chiel Berends , Policy Officer, DG Environment, European Commission. 

 

 The criteria  

The selections of the finalists and winners of the EWWR Awards was based on the following criteria: 

V Visibility and communication; 

V Quality of content ; 

V Originality and exemplarity; 

V Lasting impact & follow-up. 
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C. What happened  during  EWWR 2018 ? 
 

The European Week for Waste Reduction (EWWR)  is an initiative 

promoting the implementation of awareness-raising actions about 

sustainable resource and waste management every year during the last week 

of November. It encourages a wide range of audiences (public authorities, 

private companies, civil society, schools, as well as citizens themselves) to 

get involved. The EWWR was originally launched in 2009, then renewed in 

2013 and is now led by the EWWR Steering Committee (ESC). 

The tenth edition of the EWWR took place from 1 7 to  25 November 201 8 . 

During it, 14,347  actions  were  implemented  in Europe and beyond  

with the aim of raising awareness to reduce the municipal waste generated 

each year in Europe, as well as in Morocco and the Dominican Republic.                                                                                                  

 

Our EWWR c oordinators  
The European Week for Waste Reduction 2018 was organised by 32  coordinat ors across 30 

countries :  

¶ In territories directly coordinated by national, regional or local coordinators: Andorra, A ustria , 

Belgium , Bulgaria , Cyprus , Czech Republic , Estonia , France , Germany , Hungary , 

Ireland , Italy , Malta , Portugal , Slovenia , Spain , Sweden  and the United Kingdom .  

¶ Moreover, outside the boundaries of Europe, actions for the European Week for Waste Reduction 

were coordinated in Morocco  and the Dominican Republic . 

¶ The EWWR Secretariat has promoted and coordinated the EWWR in those areas that were not 

covered by a EWWR coordinator. We received projects from Bosnia and Herzegovina, C roatia , 

Denmark , Finlan d, Icelan d, Latvia, Lithuania, the Netherlands , Poland and Turkey ! 

 

Our a ction d evelopers  

With the support  of the EWWR coordinators and of the EWWR Secretariat, a variety of action 

developers , including administrations, associations and NGOs, businesses, educational establishments, 

citizens, were involved in the EWWR 2018. By carrying out awareness-raising actions on the ñ3Rsò, 

Reduce, Reuse and Recycle, action developers targeted various audiences, from employees and 

customers to children and students.  

 

These actions ranged from simple e-mails to comprehensive awareness-raising campaigns focusing on 

the various stages of a productôs life cycle, ranging from production, consumption and reuse to selective 

collection and recycling. The actions focused on one or several of the four  following themes: 

w aste reduction, product reuse, material recycling, and clean  ups. In addition, the 201 8 edition 

of the EWWR put a specific emphasis on the topic of Hazardous Waste under the slogan Time to detox!, 

which many action developers fully embraced.  

 

 

http://www.ewwr.eu/en/support/thematic-focus-2018
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We invite you to have a look at the comprehensive press file published after the EWWR 2018, 

where you will find a broad overview of what happened in the field. 

 
European Week for Waste Reduction 201 8 -  Map of actions  

 

                 
 

Join us for the 1 1th  edition of the EWWR  
between  16- 2 4 November 201 9! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ewwr.eu/docs/press/Press_file_EWWR_2018.pdf
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D.  Who are the stars of the EWWR 201 8 Awards ? 
 

Ʒ Administration/Public authority category  
Winner: Zero - waste marathon. Sustainable school meals  
Municipality of Sant Vicenç de Castellet (Catalonia, Spain) 

 

In line with its policy to reduce waste and 

mitigate its environmental impact, the 

municipality of Sant Vicenç de Castellet 

organised a series of activities (a ñmarathonò) for 

EWWR 2018. The main component comprised of 

a campaign to promote healthy and sustainable 

school meals in the three public schools in the 

municipality. Involving 600 students and their 

families, this initiative w as carried out in several 

steps (benchmarking, workshops, Instagram 

photo competition, evaluation) and 

accomplished the reduction of the waste 

resulting from school meals by 33%.  

 

With the help of clown óBasuretoô, the children learned practical tips to reduce waste and to eat more 

healthily. The project sought to instill good and long-lasting behavioural changes in participants by 

employing a fun and interactive, but also pragmatic approach to teaching. Find out more about this 

action in the interview we conducted with its organisers.  

  

Finalists:  
From the sea to the table  

Gipuzkoa Province Council (Basque Country, Spain) 

 
 In order to raise awareness about the damaging 
effects of plastic on the environment and 
particularly on marine ecosystems, the Gipuzkoa 
Province Council rallied the residents of 31 towns 
ð some 5,000 inhabitants ð to collect plastic 
containers and transform them into art 
installations and items like bags and shopping 
trolleys.  
 
Find out more about this action in our interview 

with the organisers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ewwr.eu/en/article/meet-the-ewwrawards-finalists-sant-vicenc-de-castellet-on-healthy-and-susta
http://www.ewwr.eu/en/article/meet-the-ewwrawards-finalists-the-gipuzkoa-province-councils-artsy-response
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  La L ouvieR 3: zero - waste objective  
  La Louviere (Wallonia,  Belgium) 

A recurrent, yearly action, La LouviereR3: zero-

waste objective is one of the ways in which this 

Belgian municipality substantiates its waste strategy. 

Throughout EWWR 2018, a flurry of activities took place in 

the Walloon town targeting both schoolchildren and the 

general public through workshops, conferences and waste 

weigh ins. As a result, the ten participating schools 

managed to cut their waste down by almost 40% 

compared to business as usual and as many as 36.000 local 

households are now better informed about waste reduction 

techniques. Find out more about this action in our interview 

with the organisers. 

 

Ʒ Association/NGO category  
Winner: the Cloughmills Library of Things  

            Cloughmills Community Action team (Northern Ireland, UK) 
 

By tapping into this Northern Irish communityôs long-standing 

tradition for collective action, the Cloughmills Community 

Action Team sought to challenge consumption and ownership 

habits through the creation of a library of things. The initiative 

was promoted among 650 local households, the residents of 

which were invited to come to the library to borrow not books, 

but rather tools and hardware. In this manner, the organisers 

aimed to strengthen the capacity of the local community to 

perform different tasks locally, but most importantly to reduce 

consumption and consequently waste and to provide local 

residents with a cost-effective way of accessing objects that are 

normally used sparingly. EWWR 2018 marked only the launch of this initiative, though, because the the 

library is here to stay. Lean more about this action from our interview with its organisers. 

 

Finalists:  
  #zerofoodwastebcn day  

Plataforma Aprofitem els Aliments (Catalonia,  Spain) 
 
Inspired by the UKôs ñfeedingthe5000ò, this Catalan NGO 
has been organizing zero food waste events since 2014. 
In November 2018, it inspired over 150 volunteers to join 
forces to save food from waste and to provide free meals 
while at it. Set in one of Barcelonaôs emblematic markets, 
La Pionera, the action was possible thanks to the 
coordination of a wide array of stakeholders, ranging from 
local producers to small and large retailers, other social 

networks and a hospitality school. The result? Over 2.4 
tonnes of food saved from waste, which translated into savings of 2 tonnes of CO2 equivalent, 202 

cubic metres of water and over ú 3.000. Most importantly, it served over 1.500 free meals.  

http://www.ewwr.eu/en/article/meet-the-ewwrawards-finalists-la-louvieres-zero-waste-week
http://www.ewwr.eu/en/article/meet-the-ewwrawards-finalists-a-different-kind-of-library-inspires-cloughmi
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HelloWielo  
Polish Zero Waste Association (Poland) 

 

In an effort to inform Polish parents about the alternatives 
to throwaway diapers, the Polish Zero Waste Association 
organised no fewer than 25 workshops in 22 cities across 
the country and six live streams on Facebook to discuss 
cloth diapers. The organisation also promoted reusable 
diapers in 30 online stores. 

 
Find out more about this action in our interview with the 

organiser. 

 

Ʒ Business/Industry  category  
Emerging pollutants  
Clínica IMQ Zorrotzaurre (Basque Country, Spain) 

 
 To better understand the environmental impact of 
the substances used in the different departments in 
its clinics, this group of medical centres from the 
Basque Country tasked a team of environmental 
experts with the project of classifying the different 
chemical components used in its hospitals based on 
their environmental impact. The result was a 
ranking of said substances by a series of pre-
determined environmental criteria. The group 
intends to use the classification to perform material 
substitution in th ose cases where good alternatives 
exist on the market and to inform its environmental 
strategy going forward.  

  
The project took the entire first half of 2018 to complete. On the occasion of EWWR 2018, the clinic 
communicated its findings to its staff and patients. Have a look at our interview with the organisers to 
learn more about this action.  

 
Ʒ Finalists:  

School and commerce, anti - waste symbiosis  
Oaoe`¢ýP¿(Catalonia, Spain )  
This social enterprise from Girona, Catalonia managed 

the rare feat of  bringing together a chain of frozen 

yoghurt (froyo)  shops and a school in an effort to prevent 

waste generation. Thus, the students at the Eiximenis 

school gathered some 300 glass containers that their 

families no longer needed. Using them, three Llagurt 

shops offered their customers the possibility of having 

their froyo served in reusable rather than disposable 

containers. Using the lessons learned from this 

http://www.ewwr.eu/en/article/meet-the-ewwrawards-finalists-polish-zero-waste-association-on-reusable-di
http://www.ewwr.eu/en/article/meet-the-ewwrawards-finalists-imq-zorrotzaurre-on-preventing-hazardous-chem
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campaign, the organiser intends to implement an even more ambitious initia tive for EWWR 

2019. Read our interview with her to learn more about this action.  

 

 
Environmental awareness for workers and contractors  
OPEL España, S.L.U. (Aragón, Spain) 

 

Achieving excellence in environmental and energy 

management requires the involvement of the entire 

organization. This is why Opel España and its Zaragoza 

plant participate and support different initiatives in 

order to develop environmental awareness among its 

employees, contractors, suppliers and students. 

 

Having been involved in the EWWR for six years, in 

2018 the factory organized a flurry of events, including 

an exhibition about glass; a promotional campaign 

about paper recycling; a zero-food waste meal; the 

collection of plastic caps and mobile phones at the factory; 

video showings about the 3Rs; and a Facebook photo contest, among others. Learn more about this 

action by reading our interview with its organisers. 

Ʒ Educational  e stablishment  category  

Winner: EWWR Green Cleaning  
{ǘ CƛƴǘŀƴΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭ (Dublin, Ireland) 

 

In line with the theme of EWWR 2018, which was the 

prevention of hazardous waste, this Irish school involved 

180 students and their families in an effort  to curtail the 

harmful chemicals used in everyday items like cleaning 

products, polish and air fresheners. Following a campaign 

to collect empty containers from households in September 

and the printing of labels for the different products in 

October, in November the school organised workshops 

during which parents and students worked together to 

make more sustainable cleaning products. Since the 

workshops took place in the school corridors, all 600 students at the school had the opportunity to 

witness the activity and learn about the hazardous chemicals in everyday cleaning products.  

 

Have a look at the interview we conducted with the organisers to learn more about this activity.  

 

 
 
 

http://www.ewwr.eu/en/article/meet-the-ewwr-awards-finalists-residus-on-the-symbiosis-between-business-an
http://www.ewwr.eu/en/article/meet-the-ewwrawards-finalists-opels-factory-in-zarragoza-on-promoting-waste
http://www.ewwr.eu/en/article/meet-the-ewwrawards-finalists-green-cleaning-at-st-fintans-school
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Finalists:  
Recycling waste cooking oil  

St. Thomas More College ALP School (Malta) 
 

This applied learning school from Malta sought to teach its 

multimedia students some practical skills related to 

videomaking while also informing them about the challenges 

related to the management of waste cooking oil in their 

community. After conducting field interviews to understand 

how the Maltese disposed of their waste cooking oil, the 

student group put together a video with instructions on the 

correct disposal method and disseminated it through 

channels such as television stations, the 68 local councils in 

the country, the department of in formation, the ministry of 

education and several news portals. Find out more about this 

action in our interview with the organiser.  

 

IES N 0 1 towards zero waste  

N01 High School (Asturias, Spain) 

 

Under the umbrella of a zero-waste week, this action 

developer organised various initiatives to raise awareness 

among students about the negative impact of waste on 

the environment and to encourage them to seek solutions 

to this problem. The actions ranged from a beach clean-

up and beach ecosystem assessment to a day dedicated 

to reusing textiles, a circular economy workshop, a 

showing of the Albatross documentary by Chris Jordan 

and a comparison of the hazardous chemicals used in the 

school labs and those used in our daily lives that the 

students performed during their science classes. Discover 

more about this activity by reading our interview with the organiser.  

 
Ʒ Citizen(s)  category  

Winner: Festive bio - waste weigh ins   
Marina Seder Colomina and Morgane Robert (Les Lilas, 

France)  

These two residents of Les Lilas carried out a campaign 

to measure the amount and composition of the bio -waste 

deposited at two community composting sites in their 

locality. They did in order to better understand the impact 

of the two sites and to optimise the collection process. 

But the organisers did not allow the importance of the 

task to take away from the fun of it and they made a festive 

http://www.ewwr.eu/en/article/meet-the-ewwrawards-finalists-the-alp-school-in-malta-on-waste-cooking-oil
http://www.ewwr.eu/en/article/meet-the-ewwrawards-finalists-a-high-school-in-asturias-seeks-holistic-solu















